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It hopes to expand the customer base for its database software 
 

   

Related to this topic
> Sybase upgrades PowerBuilder, plots RFID move
> Sybase delivers Panther-ready database
> SAP includes Sybase as partner for small and midsize 

business product
> MySQL updates beta of database migration tool
> Taking the Configuration Management Database to the 

Next Level: The Federated Data Model

Other resources
> Ten Steps to Solving Cooling Problems Caused by 

High-Density Server Deployment - Download this white 
paper

> Executive Briefing: Get Smart About Business 
Intelligence - Free ($195 value) for a limited time

News Story by Stacy Cowley

SEPTEMBER 08, 2004 

(IDG NEWS SERVICE) - In a bid to 

expand the customer base for its 

database software, Sybase Inc. 

yesterday released a free limited 

version of its software for deployment 

on Linux systems. 

Sybase Adaptive Server Enterprise 
(ASE) Express Edition for Linux uses 
the same technology as Sybase's 
flagship ASE relational database 
management system, which competes 
against enterprise database software 
from Oracle Corp., IBM and Microsoft Corp. The new ASE Express Edition is free for both 
development and production use, though it is limited to one CPU, 2GB of RAM and 5GB of total 
data storage. The software can be downloaded from Sybase's Web site. 

David Jacobson, Sybase's senior director of database and tools marketing, said the company is 
releasing ASE Express for free in hopes of attracting customers who will later upgrade to 
Sybase's ASE Small Business Edition, which has a license fee of $4,995 per processor, or 
Enterprise Edition, which has a fee of $24,995 per processor. Support plans are available for 
ASE Express starting at $2,200 per year, but customers aren't required to purchase a support 
plan. 

"What we've found is that a lot of customers are turning to open-source databases because of 
tight budgets," Jacobson said. "But open-source databases are harder to use than conventional 
databases -- you have to download, compile, develop, deploy and manage them." 

Sybase, based in Dublin, Calif., hopes those customers will turn to its software. Although Sybase 
ASE is available for Windows, Linux and Unix, Sybase is releasing only ASE Express for Linux. 
Jacobson said that's where the company sees demand. 

"What we're finding is people are moving to Intel-based platforms off Unix machines," he said. 
"Microsoft has entry-level products, but for those moving from Unix to Linux, there's a gap." 

Forrester Research Inc. analyst Noel Yuhanna said the move is a good way for Sybase to 
recapture some of the market share it has lost in recent years to Oracle, IBM and Microsoft. "I 
think this will help customers have a second look at Sybase," he said. "It's definitely a good value 
proposition compared to open-source databases. Sybase is a very mature database, known for 

http://www.computerworld.com/databasetopics/data/software/story/0,10801,95768,00.html (1 of 3) [4/25/2005 5:35:05 PM]

http://www.computerworld.com/search/advancedsearch
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/idg.pixel.global/idgpixel7.18.00;sz=1x1;ord=042505075628?
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/idg.pixel.usa.cw/datamanagement_database;sz=1x1;ord=042505075628?
http://www.computerworld.com/
http://www.computerworld.com/?from=tab
http://www.computerworld.com/news?from=tab
http://www.computerworld.com/topics?from=tab
http://www.computerworld.com/news/weekinprint?from=tab
http://www.computerworld.com/services?from=tab
http://www.cwsubscribe.com/index.htm?from=tab
http://events.computerworld.com/index.html?from=tab
http://www.computerworld.com/indepth?from=tab
http://www.computerworld.com/news/xml/index/?from=tabs
http://www.computerworld.com/news/xml/index/?from=tabs
http://www.computerworld.com/managementtopics/management?from=top
http://www.computerworld.com/careertopics/careers?from=top
http://www.computerworld.com/securitytopics/security?from=top
http://www.computerworld.com/hardwaretopics/hardware?from=top
http://www.computerworld.com/softwaretopics/software?from=top
http://www.computerworld.com/databasetopics/data?from=top
http://www.computerworld.com/networkingtopics/networking?from=top
http://www.computerworld.com/governmenttopics/government?from=top
http://www.computerworld.com/mobiletopics/mobile?from=top
http://www.computerworld.com/developmenttopics/development?from=top
http://www.computerworld.com/industrytopics?from=top
http://www.cwrld.com/nl/Sub.asp?nav=S
http://www.cwrld.com/nl/Sub.asp?nav=S
http://www.cwrld.com/nl/Sub.asp?nav=S
http://www.computerworld.com/topics
http://www.computerworld.com/securitytopics/security?from=left
http://www.computerworld.com/hardwaretopics/storage?from=left
http://www.computerworld.com/mobiletopics/mobile?from=left
http://www.computerworld.com/hardwaretopics/hardware?from=left
http://www.computerworld.com/databasetopics/businessintelligence?from=left
http://www.computerworld.com/networkingtopics/networking?from=left
http://www.computerworld.com/softwaretopics/software?from=left
http://zones.computerworld.com/
http://zones.computerworld.com/hpae/index.html?lpid0230063801200000idlp
http://zones.computerworld.com/apc/index.html?lpid0217059701140000idlp
http://zones.computerworld.com/bmcbsm/?lpid0102039100810000idlp
http://zones.computerworld.com/hp/?lpid0191057001100000idlp
http://zones.computerworld.com/bmr/?lpid0224063001190000idlp
http://zones.computerworld.com/verisign/?lpid0171049000970000idlp
http://zones.computerworld.com/webex/?lpid0196057101090000idlp
http://www.computerworld.com/departments
http://www.computerworld.com/news/headlines?from=left
http://www.computerworld.com/news/weekinprint?from=left
http://www.computerworld.com/sharky?from=left
http://www.computerworld.com/services/research?from=left
http://www.computerworld.com/services/webcasts?from=left
http://www.computerworld.com/services/whitepapers?from=left
http://www.computerworld.com/services/buyersguide?from=left
http://www.cwrld.com/nl/sub.asp?from=left
http://www.computerworld.com/news/xml/index/?from=left
http://www.computerworld.com/news/xml/index/?from=left
http://www.computerworld.com/index.html
http://www.computerworld.com/topics
http://www.computerworld.com/databasetopics/data
http://www.computerworld.com/databasetopics/data/software
http://www.computerworld.com/printthis/2004/0,4814,95768,00.html
http://www.computerworld.com/emailthis/2004/0,4831,95768,00.html
mailto:editor@computerworld.com?cc=letters@computerworld.com&SUBJECT=Sybase releases free Express database for Linux (95768)
http://www.computerworld.com/reprintthis/2004/0,4836,95768,00.html
http://www.computerworld.com/databasetopics/data/software/news?from=story_kc
http://www.computerworld.com/softwaretopics/software/appdev/story/0,10801,95295,00.html?from=story_picks
http://www.computerworld.com/softwaretopics/software/appdev/story/0,10801,95295,00.html?from=story_picks
http://www.computerworld.com/softwaretopics/os/macos/story/0,10801,88830,00.html?from=story_picks
http://www.computerworld.com/softwaretopics/os/macos/story/0,10801,88830,00.html?from=story_picks
http://www.computerworld.com/softwaretopics/erp/story/0,10801,87229,00.html?from=story_picks
http://www.computerworld.com/softwaretopics/erp/story/0,10801,87229,00.html?from=story_picks
http://www.computerworld.com/softwaretopics/erp/story/0,10801,87229,00.html?from=story_picks
http://www.computerworld.com/databasetopics/data/software/story/0,10801,101178,00.html?from=story%5Fkc
http://www.computerworld.com/databasetopics/data/software/story/0,10801,101178,00.html?from=story%5Fkc
http://www.computerworld.com/databasetopics/data/software/story/0,10801,101081,00.html?from=story%5Fkc
http://www.computerworld.com/databasetopics/data/software/story/0,10801,101081,00.html?from=story%5Fkc
http://www.computerworld.com/databasetopics/data/software/story/0,10801,101081,00.html?from=story%5Fkc
http://www.computerworld.com/apc?lpid0213059701142196idlp
http://www.computerworld.com/apc?lpid0213059701142196idlp
http://www.computerworld.com/apc?lpid0213059701142196idlp
http://www.computerworld.com/apc?lpid0213059701142196idlp
http://www.computerworld.com/apc?lpid0213059701142196idlp
http://www.accelacomm.com/jlp/cwstory/0/10002996/
http://www.accelacomm.com/jlp/cwstory/0/10002996/
http://www.accelacomm.com/jlp/cwstory/0/10002996/
http://www.accelacomm.com/jlp/cwstory/0/10002996/
http://www.idg.net/
http://www.sybase.com/linuxpromo/


Sybase releases free Express database for Linux - Computerworld

reliability, availability and performance." 

Yuhanna's chief complaint about ASE Express is the tight limitation on data storage. For most 
customers, 5GB isn't enough -- projects using free, open-source databases tend to average 
10GB to 20GB, he said. 

"Five gigabytes isn't going to attract as many people," Yuhanna said. "If they want to compete, 
they need to increase that." 

Sybase partner Amit Okhandiar, president of Irvine, Calif., consulting and services firm mLogica 
Inc., said he expects to use ASE Express on several upcoming projects for customers. 

"I'm dealing with a lot of midsize and small companies, and cost is definitely an issue for them," 
Okhandiar said. "Open-source is a good way to go, but down the line, as they grow, it becomes 
an issue. They start small and look for a free program like MySQL, but the problem with MySQL 
is that they can't sustain themselves with it." 

Okhandiar said he will likely use ASE Express for an upcoming portal project for a fitness center. 
The software's 1 CPU, 5GB limits are tight, he said, but still allow enough room for pilot projects. 

"We'll use Sybase to do it, and if it's successful, then the client sees that it's worth the investment 
[to upgrade]," he said. "This allows customers that don't want to spend too much to get started." 
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